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PERFECTION. 

No. Xv. | 
Force oF CHARACTER. | 
oY have already stated that one of the greatest discoveries 
' that can reward the person who betakes himself to selt-exami- 

nation will be this, viz. that God has gifted him with the 
inestimab'e power of self-control. Force .of character then 
* will consist in an eminent degree in the exercise of this 
* power, both in ruling ourself and in the accomplishing of all 
the duties of life. A pious woman asked me a few days ago 
whether we cou!d exercise such a power over our feelings as 
_ . to become insensible to the pain of fire or burning. Look at 
» many of the early martyrs, and to the case of Huss, Jerome, 
and Cranmer. They even rejoiced; and Huss is said to have 
4 ~~ gung loudly and cheerfully to God, from amidst the fagots and 
ss ~ flames which were consuming him. Sir Thomas Moore, some 
| time Lord Chancellor of England, fell info disgrace with his 

* . Sovereign, and was committed to the: Tower; on which 
occasion the Lieutenant of the tower made an apology for the 

@ diet, lodging, and accommodation, as unsuitable to the dignity 
- Of so great a man. No apology sir, replied the prisoner; ‘*I 
don’t question but I shall like your accommodation very well, — ? 
and if you once hear me complain I give you leave to turn 

me out of doors.”” [t may be taken asarule that a man, 

whether good or evil, is to be estimated by his force of charac- 

ter. We have weak wicked men-and weak good men; but I | 
believe that it is not precisely in morals as itisin physics in | .° 
this point; a man cannot become as powerful in body as he | 
chooses, but in mind and force of soul and purpose he may be 
perfect and omnipotent. There is a tnoral omnipotence and 
‘there is a physical omnipotence. To the determined in 
Tighteousness all things will yield. No man it is said ever 
suffered more at the stake than did John Lambert, who was 
martyred in 1538. They burned him with a slow fire by 
inches, for if it kindled higher and stronger than they desired 
they carried it away; when his legs were burnt off and his 
thighs were mere stumps in the fire, they pitched his poor 
body Sa and lacerated his broiling flesh with their 
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halberts.. But God was with him in the midst of the flame, 
and supported him in all the anguish of his nature. Just 
before he expired he lifted up such hands as he had, all 
flaming with fire, and cried out to the people with his dying — 
voice in these glorious words, ‘‘None but Christ; none but 
Christ.” He was at last burnt down into the fire and expired. 
A man, after self-examination has taught him what he is, 
(and by looking into the mirror of his past life every one may 
know what he is,) should next examine the Bible and find 
out what he ought to be; and then laying hold-of himself with 


THE EVANGELIST 


the grasp and ‘force of a giant, be should consecrate himself ~~ 


in soul, body and spirit to his God. The church, the wortd, 
the gospel all stand in heed of such men—men of great force 
of character, unwavering, firm, decided, and separated to the 
practice of righteousness. Let Christ direct you and then 
say, ‘through floods and flames,’’ Much of the character 
_In the chureh, however, is as pliant as a willow, and yields 
without reluctance to the easiest solicitation. Let interest, 
~ fame, honor, prides lust, avarice say come, and it cometh; go, 
and it goeth; do this, and it doeth it! This ought not to beso. 
Perfection of character is not to be attained by means of so 
. pliant a virtue as this. The scripture says, Be strong in the 
ord and in the power of his might. lam greatly surprised 
at the elastic nature of the religion of these times. What an 
easy virtue men possess! How fine the line is that divides 
their religion from the world! it is absolutely difficult to deter, 
mine where the one begins and the other ends. But come — 
the time must when divine character sha!l distinguish the ~ 
church. ‘The teachers and preachers must begin now, to 
inculeate upon the disciples perfection; and they must not. 
despair if they cannot handle this great theme in a day. Let 
them fight away With it till they do become able to handle it. 
I am happy that I have the acquaintance of numerous teachers 
who are awaked to the importance of this great doctrine of — 
Christianity, and are beginning-to teach it. 
Ibave just got hold of Wesley and Fletcher on Perfection; 
but their views of this thing are so perfectly different from my 
own that some of. us must be wrong. We shall examine the 
tracts of these eminent individuals on this important point 
shortly. But they seem in the first instance to inculcate every 
thing but self-control; and perfection appears to be in their 
judgment not the formation of a divine character on the princi- 
~ pies of the gospel, but sanctification by the spirit W.S. — 


SPIRITUAL INFLUENCE. 
BY BROTHER B. F. HALL. 


on Que excellent and pious brother Hall, now of the congrega- | 


tion of Louisville, Ky., has written a piece under the above — 


caption, W hich I am sure our readers will be very much pleas-- - 
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3 edtoread. It is intended to make clear these two things, 
, namely: the necessity of the word and the presence of divine 
influence, both in conversion-and sanctification. We would 
have gratified ourselves by making some remarks on the first 
part of the discourse, which we now publish, but having had 
it put into our hand at the moment we are about departing 
from home with just sufficient time to read what we publish 
in this number, we were compelled to deny ourselves this 
pleasure, and to reserve what we have to say on the doctrine 
- of the piece till next month. The well known philanthropy — 
of the author, his sincere and enlightened piety, his extensive 

reading, and love of improvement, all entitle him to a careful 

and respectful hearing, especia!ly when he delivers himself on 

80 interesting and refined a topic as that couched under the 


title “Spiritual fluence.” W.S. 


A DISCOURSE. 
You have purified your sou!s in obeying the truth through 
the Spirit.’ 1 Pet. i. 22. | 


_ More, I fear, is said about spiritual influence than is said > 
under it. Were we toinvoke the Spirit’s aid in our enquiries 
into his work, our views would more likely be correct as well 


as more enlarged. | 

It cannot be concealed that there are among those who wear 

the Christian name, various and discordant sentiments on this 
subject; but it is not hence to be inferred that the scriptures 
- Jeave usin the dark concerning it. What blessing may not be 
abused? Whattruth is not liable to be perverted? Every 


2 


4 : gift of heaven requires to be judiciously used to be a blessing; 

_ . and everv truth requires the exercise of the mind to be under- 
oe stood. Truth, all truth, restsupon evidence. This evidence 
y- must come in contact with the mind to produce its effects. 


_» And this contact can never take place without investigation; 
~~ nor then, unless the film of prejudice be removed from the 
- mental eye, and the man comeup to the investigation withan | 
honest heart. This is the manner in which. we should ap- 
proach the subject before us. May the Lord help us to do so! 
All Christians, so far as I know, believe in the Spirit’s influ- 
ence. The controversy has respect to its modus operandi.— 
Whether it is direct or indirect; if indirect, whether it is on 
‘the word or on the person; if on the person, whether it is on 
the mind or heart, the andersianding or will. It is not so 
much our intention in this investigation, directly to attack the 
sentiments we Feject, asit is fairly and fully to present what 
we believe. | 
There are s0 many points of resemblance and contrast be- 
tween Divine physical, and Divine moral influence), that 1 
think it best, for the sake of perspicuity, to introduce the sub- 
_ by pointing out some of them. | 


ji 


“Phere are two great theatres on which God acts—matter and _ 
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mind.. He first erected these theatres; and since their erection - 


has constantly acted upon them in displaying his divine per- 


fections. On the former, he displays, what are called, by way ) 


of distinction, his. physical, and on the latter, his moral at- 


tributes. In other words, God has instituted two great sys-_ 


tems—nature and redemption, ‘hrough which all the divine 


perfections are manifested. The kind of influence exerted - 


through each system itself; and the effect is of the nature 
both of the system and the action; that is, the action, the 


_ system, and the effect produced, are homogeneous. The erection © 


of either system displays all the divine perfections, both 
physical and moral, but not tothe same degree. Just as the 
_ construction of the steam engine is evidence of mind as well 
_ a8 physical power; though the machinery is adapted to the 
latter. Soa treatise on mental science is the joint product of 
_ both classes of power, although it is adapted to the moral man. 


- The same may be said of the two great systems which’ God — 


has erected. The material world is a proof of his goodness as 


well as of his power, but the latter is much more obvious than. 


the former. So the system of redemption, while it shows both 


classes of God’s perfections, pre-eminently displays his moral 


attributes. 

I have said that each divine system, the influence exerted 
in connection with it, and the effect produced, are all homo- 
geneous, or of the same nature. Take the steam engine for 


illustration. It was constructed by mental, bat erected by 
physica! power. Suppose it ready for operation. By what 
kind of power is it propelled? The answer is, by physical 
power. Noman would think of putting such. machinery in 


- motion by moral means; such as facts, arguments, and mo- 
tives. He, who would stand beside such machinery and 
command it to commence its operations, and reason with it, 
and present motives to get it going, would be considered a fit 


subject for the lunatic asylum, Not more so, however, than 
he who would attempt to move mind by the application of 


Each of these systems—of nature and redemption—has 


connected with it three species of the same kind of power; 
one in constructing, another’ in upholding, and another in 
governing it. God is the source of all. Creation is ascribed 
toHim. ‘In the beginning God created the heaven and the 


earth.’” Gen. i. 1. He is also the. Preserver of all things. 


“Oh Lord, thou preservest man and beast,” says the Psalmist. 
Ps. xxxvi. 6. Our Saviour represents his Father as feeding 
the fowls of the air. Matt. vi. 26. David prays God to up- 
hold him. Ps.li. 12. Again: God is represented as governing 
all things, so-as to produce the results necessary to the accom- 
plishment of the great purposes he has in view. He clothes 
the earsh with grass. Matt. vi. 30. **He makes the sun to 
rise‘on good and bad, and sends rain on the just and unjust.” 
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Mat. v. 45. Again: an apostle says, ‘‘He gives to all, life, 
and breath, and all things.” Acts xvii. 25. gives us 
showers of rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our 
hearts with food and gladness.” Acts xiv. 17. 
~It is asked how God created, and how he sustains and 
governs the If the question relate to the agené, the 
answer is, By the Spirit. Job. xxvi. 13. It was the Spirit 
of God that brooded over the waters of Chaos, and produced | 
order, and communicated life to all created things, Gen.i.2. - 
But it is wot hence to be suppased, that the Spirit of God pro- 
duced this beautiful, vast and stupendous universe -by an 
operation silent and unperceived, and without any medium. 
Its energizing influence was put forth in words of power. 
His*voice went rolling over the mighty void, communicating 
light and life to all material substances. Hence,- the work of 


3.. It was the energizing power put forth in words that 
created light. ‘God said, let there be light, and light was.” 
_ The Spirit of God upholds all things. Hence David prays, 
“Uphold me with thy free Spirit.” Ps. li. 12. This work:is 
also ascribed to the word of God. ‘*But this wilfully escapes 
them, that, by the word of God, the heavens were of old, and 
the earth subsisting from the water, and by water; by which 
- the world that then was, being deluged with water, perished. 
But the present heavens and the earth, by the same word are _ 
treasured up, being kept for firetoa day of judgment.” 2Pet. | 
iii. 5-7. The renewing of tlie face of the earth, or the pro- 
ducts of the seasons, are ascribed to the Spirit of God in Psalm 
civ. 30. ‘Thou sendest forth thy Spirit, and they-are created. — 
Thou renewest the face of the earth.”? In the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, this governing or controlling power is ascribed to the | 
word of Jesus Christ. ‘*Controiling all things by the word of 
_From the above quotations it is apparent: 
1, That God created, upholds and governs the mighty and 
unnumbered worlds that roll through space; and that all these. 
effects are produced by the agency of the Spirit, and bythe - 
instrumentality of his word. \Ve are not to suppose that he 
first sent out his word with a command to create the world, | 
and that, owing toits failure to effect the work, he subse- 
quently sent his Spirit aloe with it to render the word 
effectual. His Spirit and word were inseparably connected. 
The Spirit was the energizing principle, and his word was 
the medium through which that energy or power was commu- 
nicated. So that ie was not the Spirit without the word, nor 


| 
5 
; creation is in the scriptures ascribed to the word o od. 1e 

j Psalmist says, ‘*By the word of the Lord were the heavens 

— made, and all the hosts of them by the breath of his mouth,”’ 

Ps. xii.6. ‘Through faith,” says an Apostle, ‘we understand | 

4 that the worlds were framed by the word of God.”? Heb. xi. 
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the word without the Spirit, by which the work of creation — 
2 mg? mesa but by the Spirit’s power put forth in the word 
2. We learn also God’s method of accomplishing his pur- 
-poses—by means.. He created, and upholds, and governs all 
things by means. His Spirit is always the agent, and his 
word the insirument by which he performs all his. pleasure in 
the material universe. His Spirit is the agent, and his word _ 
isthe medium, through which that agency is performed. - 
3. We learn that when God had ereated the world, he put 
_it under laws suited to its nature, and that he now sustains — 
and governs it by those laws, and that all nataral products re- 
sult from the uniform: and harmonious operation of those laws. 
 Allthe evisin the physical universe result from the infraction 
of the laws which God-has put forth for its. government. 
Now transfer these remarks to the system of grace or redemp- 
tion, and substitute the word moral for physical in the forego-. 
a ing observations, and you have our views of the influence 
exerted by the Spirit'in the recovery of lost sinners. = = 
When God had determined on the rescue of our guilty race 
‘ from the thraldom of sir, the first step towards its accomplish- 
ment was to make a communication of his design. This he 
did to our first parents, ere they. were expelled the bowers of | 
Paradise, in the promise that the seed of the woman should 
bruise the head of the serpent. This was the light that. 
beamed upon their path, and cheered their spirits during their — 
earthly pilgrimage. All other communications subsequently. 
made by the Father of mercies, whether they consisted of 
facts, commands or promises, increased this light, and clus- 
tered around the first intimation of God’s benevolent design, 
and added to this, formed the great remedial system. And 
until the last divine communication was made—until the 
system was completed, miracles continued to be performed. — 
The wisdom of God communicated the trath to the Prophets — 
‘and Apostles. The truth thus communicated was confirmed 
by miracles. Here was manifested the power of God. After. 
the code was completed, the Spirit of supernatural and physi- - 
_ eal power ceased to be manifested. Just as the creating and 
“geonsiructing power of God ceased to manifest itself in new 
 ¢reations after the physical unjverse wasarranged. But now 
we behold the wisdom, power and goodness of God in uphold- 
ing and controlling the material system. Soin the economy 
redemption we see. continually displayed the providential 
care of the Almighty Father in preserving and protecting 
unadulterated his revelations from the malice of his enemies, 

God not only preserves his revelations from the destroying 
~haad of time, but he also secures them against interpolation. — 
‘This is done in a providential manner, 
-Jt-is a remarkable fact that the Hebrew language became ~ 
dead about the time the canon of the Old Testament was 
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completed. This prevented the possibility of imposition in 
the number of books; and the number of copies at the time, 
circulated as they were among hostile nations, perfectly se-’ 
eured them against interpolaiion. The. New Testament has 
been providentially guarded against interpolation in the 
way. The Greek language ceased to be a living language 
about the the last inspired books were written... 
fueh remarkable occurrences could scarcely, by the most 
- | + sceptical, be ascribed to blind and. undesigning chance, The 
| remarkable cara which God has always taken of the scriptures 


may be accounted for on the hypothesis that he intends to 


~ 


govern the world by the laws thereincontained. 
It-is by the truth that God effects all the changes. upon man, 
that are necessary for his conversion and eternal salvation. 
Hence the indispensable necessity for the word. Obedience 
to the gospei is necessary to salvation; and there can be no 
obedience without faith: and there can be no faith.without 
testimony heard. Sosays an Apostle. . **How shall they be- 
lievein Him of whom they have not heard!” ~ **Sothen,” he 
adds, ‘*faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of | 
God.”? Rom. x. 14,17. The Saviour and the. Apostles re- 
- peatedly quote a prophecy of Isaiah on the indispensable neces- ~ 
sity of hearing the word in order to faith and conversion, — 
~The heart of this peopie is waxed gross, and their ears are if 
% ‘dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest they : 
should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and 
understand with their hearts, and should be converted, and I 
should heal them.’ Acts xxii. 27. 
If sinners could be converted without the word, why,—if 
‘the expression is allowable—did the Almighty take so much 
pains, and subject so many of his most faithful servants to 
suffering and death in its most hidious and painful forms to 
have his communications made and preserved? Why work 
, suek miracles to confirm the truth revealed by his Prophets © 
and Aposti:st Why send out so many agents to. heraid his 
truth to the inhabitantg of the eartht Why did Christ pray 
for such as should believe on Him through the word of his 
Apostles, and for none others, unless it be that there is no. 
_ promise of salvation without faith in that word? Why now 
send missionaries to the poor deluded heathen—why be at the 
labor and expense of translating the seriptures into their 
native languzges, unless it be that ‘*Faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God,” and that such faith is 
necessary to Salvation? Christ prays the Father to sanctify | 
his disciples, but he desires himto do it through the truth. 
The purification of the heart is ascribed to God; but he | 
effects it by the individual's faith in the gospel. ‘‘And[God} —~ 
"put no difference between us and them, purifying their hearts | 
faith.” Acts xv. 9 “In whonr you also trusted, after 
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that you heard ings of truth, ‘the of. your dalvation,” 
Eph. i. 13. **{t pleased God by the foolichness of preaching 
fosave them that believe.””” 1 Corsi: 21. **God hath from the 
beginning chosen vou to sa'vation through sanctification of 
the spirit and belief of the truth.’ 2 Thes. i. 14, “These — 
. quotations are sufficient to show that the word isindispensable~ 
n the justification and sanctification of the soul. Ifadditional 
2 evidence were required, the following words. of the Saviour 
‘supply it: **You are clean through the word which have 
Spoken to you,” John xv. 3. mich for the instrument. 
The Scriptares ex plicily state that all these effects are pro- 
duced by God -himsetf.: And the expressions think, 
~anfthorize us to believe that he produces them instantancously.* 
The language which the Scripture holds-on the sabdject, does 
“not meat merely’that God has fixed the plan of salvation, and 
dis not actively emploved id doing any more. The language 
is a8 strong as could be employed to express the idea that he is 
active in doing the work—that he does It instantaneously— 
such as the following: “f will give them an heart to- know 
me, that fam the Lord.” Jer. xxiv. 7. “And the heathen 
shall know that I the’ Lord do sanctify: Israel.” Ez. xxxviie 
28. “Iam the Lord which sanctity you2” Lev. xx. 8. The 
apostle prays that God would comfort the hearts of the brethren 
at Thessalonica. 2 Epistle ii. 16,17.” The apostle Peter prays 
that God would make his brethren perfect——establish, strength-. 
en, settle them. 1 Pet, vy. 10. Again, the apos:le Paul prays 
that God would direct the hearts of the Tuessalonians into the 
love of God and the patient Waiting for Christ. 2 Thes. iii. 
ee again prays that God would make them to increase and. 
aboundin love. 1 Epist iii. 12. "A similar petition does he 
offer upin behalf of the Phillippians—Chap. 9. 
“Perhaps I-shall be told that these petitions were all in behalf 
of the people of God, and-that, while it is true that God does 
instantaneously bestow blessings upon his. people, he does — 
not in the same way confer them om sinners, Upon i i ae 
remark, first, that sinners stand as much in need of instanta- — § 
neous influence as’ saints. ‘Phis all will admit... There cer- 
- tainly is as ‘mach to overcome in them, in order to their justi- 
fieatioh, as there’ is in Saints, Order to their sanctifica-. 
tion; and it would appear strange that God would exert the 
greater influence where there was the least need for it. What 
~ general would place “his strongest” forces, when about to 
engage in a battle, the least resistance was €xpected? 
And surely God cannot be chargeable with such inconsisten- 
ey. As unreasonable as such an idea appears to me, I would’ 
_.. believe it; niy reason should bow with deference, and my faith. 
would embrace it, if the ‘scriptures taught the doctrine. But 
os have been unable, after the most diligent search, to find any” 
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instrumentality, mean at the time it is without 
means. 


J 
q 
+ 
“ 
t 
a 
aq 
= 
be 
: 
ay 
iw 
we * 
View 


_ scribed for others, allow the paper to pass unnoticed. He had 


ed at if with all these provocatives the Evangelist tendered — 


és contrary we choose to cultivate the most henorable ideas of the 


‘quaintance.” Believe me, r 
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thing in the Sacred Scriptures to countenance the idea. God 
is as uniformly represenied as the author of justification, as he 
is the author of sanctification. Secondly, The language is as 
sirong and pointed in the one case as in the other. This we 
have already sliown in our remarks on the subject of purifica- 
tion, and it will be shown more at length in another place. 
Having, as I think, clearly evinced the necessity of the 
word, and the presence of divine influence both in conver- ae 


sion and sanctification, [ will next proceed :o show the Scrip- 
ture doctrine on this subject. 


THE HARBINGER. 

_ This paper will probably bring the misunderstanding which 
subsists between the Harbinger and the Evangelist to a con- 
clusion. There appears to me at least, from the language of 
the Harbinger, to be a fair prospect of this at present. Touch- 
ing myself, if there is any thing to be learned of me from my © 
life and history, from my private and public pursuits, from my - 
labors with the tongue and pen in the church, in my family, 
and in the world, it is this, namely; that the Evangelist is es- 
sentially a man of peace. a | 

When we first noticed the course which the Harbinger was 
pursuing we mentionéd no names; it is to be regretted, there- 
fore, that he did not according tothe rules which he has pre- 


ut our language under a heretical caption and commented on 
itin that suspicious attitude accordingly; he had spoken of 
our periodical as having been got up as an aid to hisown, and 
thus unintentionally degraded us hefore the public as a disci- 
ple of Christ alone; he had delayed for five months the publi- 
cation of the letters which had passed between us and which 
we were both bound to publish; the Harbinger had also come 
out with the anonymous paper and given great offence to 
many, and even caused one of the elders in Cincinnati to ad- 
dress him on the subject repeated!y; was it then to be wonder- 


him acaveat, and noticed these things as not being in perfect 
unison with the solemn pledges of peace which the Harbinger 
had given tothe Evangelist in the City? But we desire to 
think no evil of him in this, or in any other matter. On the 


Harbinger and to cherish a heavenly disposition towards him 
at all times. = 

The Harbinger says-he has had the misfortune with many 
others to differ in opinion with the Evangelist in relation to 
the view which ‘the has taken and exhibited of certain inci- | 
ents and events in one ‘history of our co-operation and ac- 

3 er, that I have been most un- 
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suspecting, most careless in relation to matters the importance 
of which is questioned by noone that ever enquires into them. 

At the introJuction of the true gospel there was no party in ~ 
existence in which any one could enjoy primitive christianity 
in peace. At least the party which is now styled ‘* This Re- 
formation” did not then exist in a distinct and separate form. 
[ had been chosen by a Regular Baptist Association to preach. 
Bat little did they know what was about to be preached. The ~ 
ancient gospel in all its points contradicted the dearest senti- __ 
ments and thoughts of the whole protestant world. It was 
~g00n seen, therefore, that it would. make its own way and that 
the creation of a-new party in which primitive christianity 
cou'd be enjoyed in peace, was as inevitable as it was indis- 
pensably necessary. This desirable object, after two years, 
was brovght about, and in August, 1829, the Harhinger and 
the Evangelist saw the Mahonning Baptist Association, increa- 
sed by perhaps a thousand members, abandon her former con- 
Nection and nam, and take her stand among the parties of 
‘Christendoni as **This Reformation” in its infantile but dis- 
tinct and separate form. But, reader, whether the question 
on which the Harbinger differs from us be **Who was chiefly 


instrumental in working the thing now styled ‘This Reforma- | 


tion’ in'o its infantile but separate form’’! or **What is meant 
by the Rastoration of the Gospel as propounded by the Evans 
elist and afterwards plead for by the Efarbinger’’! [ declare 
it Hever Once occurred tome to think of myself apart from the 
Harbinger. For whether he wrote or [spoke, we co-operated _ 
for the glory of Gol and the good of souls. Every one may 
think of these things as he pleases for me. If unprecedented 
success has crowned our labors, the praise belongs to God and 
Not to us. 

‘Touching the anonymous-abuse piece it is much to be re- 
gretted that the Harbinger should have in his last piece offered 
himself as its apologist. Every honorable person ought to set 
the seal of reprobation upon every sucha thing; the honor of 
our periodicals, the rights of individuals, and the safety of the 
community demand it. It was in the company of his own 
cousin, in Lexington, we first learned that we were the’person. 
pointed atin said publication. But to this part of the Harbin- 
ger’s last piece self-respect will not alow me to return any 
answer. And the divine temper which we desire to cherish 
towards the Harbinger as well as all the other children of God, 
gays pass it by; forgive, forget it; love like brethren; be pitiful, 
be courteous. 

As for the Harbinger’s plan of settling our differences by re- 
ferring them tothe church at Bethany, I confess myself wholly 
unable to perceive either its tairness or scripturality. As, 
therefore, I disclaim the jurisdiction of the church of Bethany 
in anv case affecting me until [ appeal to her, [ trust she will 
mot, by taking premature order upon any question be:ween 
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the Harbinger and the Evangelist, make it necessary for me 
after this 1o renew my complaints in public and to appear in 
self-defence a second time. If the Harbinger-or an anony- 
‘mous writer, or any other petson, [say a brother in South Caro-— 
lina, in Canada, or in Great Eritain,] be offended with the 
Evangelist, let such’ person, according to the law of Christ, 
tell him his fault privately, not by an abusive anonymous pa- 
per. Ifthe Evangelist will not hear, let said brother take wit- 
nesses; and if I hear not them, let him tell the church; and if 
_the Evangelist hear not the church, let him be as a publican 
orasinner. Eutif contrary to the laws of Christ Jesus any 
brother in these distant localities or in Bethany assail my char- 
acter and standing through the press, I have no time to go to 
South Carolina, to Canada, to Great Britain, or even to Bethany. 
The error must be corrected on the spot. Rut we doubt not | 
the Harbinger will willingly submit his difficulties according 
to the law of Christ. I hold myself responsible to all his laws; 
but I dare not comply with what would be an inversion of 
them, and abuse his authority by turning his disciplinary code 
wrohg end toremost. 

I account it my duty as well as my glory to lay aside all an- 
ger, and to cherish a heavenly and gentle disposition towards 
all men, to be meek and unresisiing, to be humble and holy, 
and poor in spirit, to be full of merey and good fruits, to love ~ 
my brethren, to seek their good always, toseek holy trarquility — 
of mind and to be as much as possible like the Lamb of God, 
and I will not,if I ean possibly avoid it, allow mysell to think 
any thing else of the Harbinger. However much he may ° 
have wounded me I forgive it ali, and I can forget it all, 
thanks be to God; and, I trust, that he, like the Evangelist, 
longs and pants after the perfection of his nature, after a di- 
vine and heavenly character. May the heavenly Father and 
his Son Jesus Christ before wlfom we must all shortly appear. 
to give an account of the deeds done in the body, have pity 
upon our poor and needy soul's, forgive us all our sins and 
shortcomings, and perfect us, one and all, in every good work 
and word, and to God and the Lamb be all praise. : 

| W.S. 


PERFECTION. 
| 
Sezr-Examrnation, Serr-Controt, anp 
- Self-examination enables us toknow what we are; seif-con- 
trol enables us to become what we ought to be; and self-respect 
will prémpt us to the practice of these virtues for the sake of 
the end, namely: the perfection of our character. Self-respect, 
I do not mean selfishness, self-respect, { say, is a virtuous and | 
‘conservative power in our nature. The perfection of our 
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swallowed up of much sorrow.” 
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_character, however, will be found to consist in knowledge, 
duty, and happiness; but without self-examination there can 


be no knowledge of ourselves; without self-control there can 


be no perfection of duty; and without self-respect there can 
_ be no rational bappiness. Every one of us, therefore, should 


cherish when it is obtained and seek by all excellence of be- 
haviour until it is obtained, the approbation of our own con- 


sciences; for if our own ‘hearts condemn us,” says John, 
*SGod is greater than our hearts and knoweth al! things.” 


Perhaps there is nothing in a man’s life, nothing in the life 
of a Christian which more becomes him than consistency with 
his own principles and profession. How can any man respect 
himself who is not consistent with himself! Now every one 
who professes one thing and does another, is inconsistent with 


himself. It is against this inconsistency of character that our 


Lord speaks when he says, ‘*Why do you call me Lord, Lord, 
and do not the things which I say??? This inconsistency will 
prove the cause of condemnation to thousands at last, ‘‘for,”’ 
says the same holy Lord, ‘*He that heareth these sayings of 
mine and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man 
who built his house upon the sand;'and the rain descended 
and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat upon that 
house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.” 

There is nothing perhaps more humiliating to a person of 
sterling principles ste the misfortune of having, by mis- 
chance, lor bo such person is presumed to do it by design, 
done or said any thing to lower himself in his own estimation. 
We sometimes conceive a grand indignation against such; but 
would we spend only a few moments in reflection on the case, 
we should in every such instance cherish very different feel- 
ings towards him. In fact we should see that the man him- 
self would be the very last person to forgive himself; and there- 
fore our indignation would be changed into pity, compassion, 
forgiveness, ‘‘lest,”’ as the apostle says, ‘*such an one should 


Self-love and self-respect are very different things; the for- 
mer regards our interests, our passions, inclinations, propensi- 
ties; the latter relates to our character and is concerned in its 
perfection. They are, therefore, in most instances, opposed. 


to each other: self-respect has no greater enemy than self-love. 


Self-love is full of pride, anger, ambition. Self-respect is rich 
in humility, self-denial, meekness, gentleness, truth, goodness, | 
In short, self-respect is a virtue nearly allied to the cardinal 
virtue of all divine character, namely: love; and it 1s certainly 
our oore prompter in the exercise of self-examination and self- 
control. | 


For an old man to figure like a young fool is very inconsis- 


tent. And to see a young saint play the part of an old sinner — 
is asight equally unlovely—equally incongruous. There can — 
be no self-respect there. To see a man pretending to rule the 
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church of God when he can neither rule himself nor his family 


is ridiculous; and to appoint him a feeder of the flock of Christ. 


_ who does not daily feed his own little flock at home, is not less 


abhorrent to every notion of propriety, prudence, wisdom, 

| We have a great deal to-say on all these points; and in fact 
we feel and acknowtedge with. mortification that we havea 


great deal to do in ail these points. Lut 1 argue not for one - 


grace of character with my readers in these hastily written 


essays, but am rather anxious to point out the principles by 
which they may adorn their claracters with every grace, 
whether sobriety, justice, mercy, or the love of God; for if a 
man will not betake himself to the founding and forming of his 
own character, the inculcation of asingle virtue wili avail but 
little. We argue not, therejore, with our readers for any thing 
short of the whole duty and obligation which christianity lays 
them under to become heavenly and divine, saint-like, Christe 

We say on the authority of the Holy Scripture, examine 
yourself, control yourself, .be consistent, and you shall reap 


holy life will infallibly beget in you. W.S. 


PERFECTION. 
NO. XVII. 
_ INITIUM EST DEFICILE. 
The beginning of things is hard. It is; for instance, hard to 


begin to improve a man’s.own self; for under the pretence of 


magnifying the grace of God we not unfrequently frame the 
most impudent apologies for our own negligence and want of 
zeal. We can do nothing of ourselves, say we; it is all of 


grace; God must work in us to will and to do of his own good 


pleasure. I am a poor creature, says one, and what can | do, 
says another. And if itis the will of God that [ am to be saved 
I shall be saved, saysa third. All this is impious in the extreme, 
and diametrically opposed to the genius of Christianity. 

Have you ever seriously tried to improve? Did you ever 
look into the mirror of your own past life with a reference to 
the forming or reforming of your own behaviour! Have you 
carefully sought to find out what you are? Have you studied 


the Scriptures to see what you ought to bet Have you ever 


tasted of the luxury of self-denial, self-control, and of that self- 
respect which springs from a pure conscience and from a fa'th 
unfeigned? Jn fact men, ] mean the discipies, are incredu- 
lous in this point; they dont believe that it‘s left them to make 
themselves what they ought to be by the aid and assistance of 


feligion. Their education has been administered on princi- 


even in this life a-rich reward in the conscious rectitude—the > 
‘self-respect which your own pious, righteous, peaceful, and 
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_ ples and maxims the very reverse of this. They imagine that 
their perfection is to obtain by a superior and instantaneous 
divine influence'upon thesoul at the place where and the time | 

_when God wills, or in the hour and article of death that may | 
‘be! This is the enthusiasm of modern sectarism, and consists 

_ chiefly of transcendental hallucination of soul and feeling, 

amounting in fact to little more than pure self-conceit. The 

-perfection ef dite, perfection of charity, godliness, all virtue, 

a publica _private—in short, it is a total and entire surrender 
of the sou!, spirit;and tbody toGod through faith in Christ Je- | 
sus. In principle i: is faith; in devotion it is love; and in life . 

itis obedience; the “soul enraptured and illuminated by the 

knowledge of Géd-is' ravished by the Divine perfections, the 
works and ways and designs of God, and yields herselftoac- 
tive obedience. 


| FEMALE INSTITUTE, GEORGETOWN, KY. | 

. | _ T attended this morning the baptism of one of the pupils of}. « 

: . this school. There is no Institution of asimilar nature in 

which the Eible more certainly forms the basis of the Educa- 

r _ tional course. The brethren in Kentucky have reason to be 
of this school. | W.S. 


OBSERVATIONS ON THE DISCOURSE OF BR. HALL. 


It is we!l known to us all that a vast majority of our fellows 
_ professors and the Eaptists in particular, hold to the following 
as an essential doctrine of the gospel, namely: That an ‘‘in- —_ 
Stantaneous influence on the mind of the sinners, together — 
with the word, is indispensable to faith and justification.” 
Now, in.one word, we do not believe this. The disciples 
of this reformation do not believe it. Itis not believed by the 
arty at all; and we are all willing that all the world should 
now that none of us believe it. On the contrary we 
believe that the word of God, without any preliminary or ; 
accompanying operation of the spirit on the perceptive reflec- -- 
tion, or moral faculties of man, is, of itself by the grace of | 
God which it reveals both to his understanding and affections, - 
capable of converting his soul and of turning the whole man 
head and heart, tothe service of God. ss | 
_ It has long been aquestion which of these two views 
is true—theirs or ours. The doctrine of brother Hall’s dis- — 
course would seem to favor the idea that they are right and we > 
are wrong; for he says, ‘‘the scriptures cited show that the 
doctrine of spiritual influence is true in respect both to the 
Christian. and the sinner; and that this influence does not 
consist merely in.the Spirit’s dictating the word, or inspiring 
prophets and apostles to speak and write the contents of the 
fcriptures. According to this view of the subject the Spiriy 
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_ | done nothing since the death of the apostle John; whereas 


the scriptures uniformly represent the Spirit as actively em- — 
» ployed in effecting the whole work of coaversion and sanc-— 


( We are not, however, to pnderstand bro*her Hall as pleading 
for the Spirit without the peat of God. On this he is per- 


fectly clear and argues that whether sinners are changed, con- 
| verted, quickened, drawn, illuminated, begotten, washed, 
-. @ cleansed, purified or sanctified, they derive these blessings 
through the word; so that, to use his own language, ‘‘the 
doctrine plainly taught is, that the Spirit is the active agent 
and the word is the indispensab'e instrument in both pro- 


eesses,”’ viz. CoAVersion and sanctification. 


‘@® conversion of the sinner is described by brother Hall as fol- 
lows: **when4he gospel facts are presented to the mind under 
favorable circumstances—circumstances which require no 


violation of the laws of mind, the Holy Spirit follows them up | 
With apprehension. 2 When the evidences which accompany 
the\truih are honestly weighed in the wind, the Holy Spirit: 


foll ows them up with conviction. When the motives con- 
nected with the facts and evidences are duly appreciated the 
Holy Spirit follows them up with the consent of the heart to 
abandon sin and to practise holiness.” 
I trust, then, we fully understand the theory of conversion 
® as taught in brother Hall’s discourse, when we apprehend it 


© 4 evidence, and motive; the latter or the spirit following up these 
©) things when honesily considered in sucl a manner as to pro- 
7 Now, I must confess to my beloved, that his theory has at 
~ #ieast the merit of being a beautiful one; here is the truth 
> | | @ adapted to the intellectual, the moral, and the affective powers, 


in other words to the unders:anding, the affections, and the 
will; and here is the Holy Spirit up the whole with apprekhen- 


sion,. conviction, and obedience; all this is beautiful and 
Oe symmetrical; and were [ to ailege any thing of a purely philo- 


@ for the production of one effect, conversion, it assigns too many 


causes—the word the spirit combined, whereas the. 
ecriptures allege one of these only as-necessary, viz: the word. 


& “The law of the Lord is perfect converting the soul.” Any 
Lord to be imperfect. 
q milong as we believe the gospe: alone equal to this effect, and 


bas we believe it to be the power of God. 


now does nothing in conversion and sanctification, and has 


The manner in which the word anl Spirit co-operate in the | 


m toconsist of the word and the spirit inseparably combined, the 
former being adapted to the of tie sinner in fact, 


soplrical nature against it, it wou'd only be this, namely: that. 


9 additional operation of ihe spirit would prove the word of the 
@ We never can believe the Spirit necessary in conversion #9 


“we must always. believe the gospel equal to this effect, as long 
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But we intend to republish brothers Hall’s discourse, not 
only on accottnt of our affection for him but also on account 


Of the many beantitul points which are found in it. | 


We have returned home in time to insert these observations 


our second form of this number, 


QUESTION. 
Is IT EASIER TO CONVERT A SINNER THAN PERFECT A SAINT? 


Apollos. Mr. Editor, we have had pointed out to us ina very 
lucid and detinite manner Conversion and Perfection, and the 
differences between these two doctrines. Since I began to 
have my attention drawn to them as contrasting with and dif- 


fering from each other, [ have been led to ask inyself whether 
the one or the other is the easiest of attainment, that is, wae- 


ther it is easier to convert a sinner or perfect a saint! 

Editor. Your question, bro. Apollos, is, | mus! acknowledge, 
avery extraordinary one. Is it easier to couvert a sinner or 
perfect a saint! Well, indeed! -let me see, ah! in fact brother 


“Apollos, you have nonplussed me to perfection. But perhaps 


you see a litile farther into the subject than your humble ser- 
vant does, and intend toshed some iight upon it. Pray what 
do you think of the matter? , 
Apollos. | have thought very seriously. of the matter, Mr. 
Editor, and if 1 had time and you had space in your paper, I 
could say some prodigious fine things. 

Editor. Well, suppose you take time, brother Apollos, and I 


afford space, what then? 


Apollos. Why, then, sir, [ would say that itis much more 
difficult to convert the sinner than to perfect the saint. 

Editor. Well, sunvose | concede you this too, what then? 

Apollos. Then, sir, it follows incontestibly, that if spiritual 
influence be necessary tothe perfection of the saint, much 
more is it necessary to the coiversio. of the sinner; and if 


Spiritual aid be extended to the sinner in faith and obedience, 


then the boasted max'm of this reformition, that the gospel is 
the power of God, fa'ls tothe ground. Does it not! 


Editor. { don’t know, Apollos; at this stage of the business 
I would rather inguire than concede. Your question becomes — 
important, [ perceive, from its anticipated consequences whe- 
ther real orimazinary: but how wruld you prove that it is more 
difficult to convert a sinner than to perfect him after he has 
become-a saint. Was it not easiér to move the Israelites from 
Egypt than to prepare them by a course of discipline in the — 
widdinens for entering into the holy land! A few miracles — 
only were necessary to accomplish the one while forty years” — 
did not suffice to bring about the other. What do you think 
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~ Apollos. 1 think, sir, it is an analogy; or rather it is a com- 


in which the object bears no proper resemblance 
your subject; for you mean, I presume, that the conversion of 
-a sinner may be compared to the removing of the Israelites out 
of Egypt, and the perfection of a samt tothe wanderings of © 


that nation in the wilderness of sin and Sinai. Do you-not? © 


Precisely. But if you like not my comparison,. take it 


you own’ way; and prove by one argument that it is more 


difficult to convert a sinner than perfect a saint. I have al- 
ways thought it more easy in great cases to set out than hold . 


out, and more difficult to hold out than set out, A seed may 
soon and very easily too become a plant, but the plant may not 


soon or easily become-a tree; birth is soon over, but life is 


checkered with a thousand trials; alas! what snares beset us, 


_ what’ trials await us, what mischances befal us between the 
_¢radle and the grave. 


-- Apollos. Really, Mr. Editor, in rhetoric you are truly pro- 
lific; how am [ to dispose of your figures if they come leaping 


from your lips at this rate? -Here is the departure of Israel 


from Egypt; their journeyings in the wilderness, an enterprise, 


aseed, a plant, atree, birth, life and the grave all in a breath! 


Ifthe mere statement of my proposition has drawn forth an 


eloquence like this what may we expect if in addition I sub- 


mit an argument? I am almost afraic. 
~ Ed, Be not afraid, dear Apollos;-I wait for your argument; 


do, I pray you, prove that it is more difficult to convert a sin- 
ner than perfect a saint. ee | 


- Apollos. Very weil, then, I will prove it; Is not conversion 


‘something done with us, and perfection something which we 
“must do for owrselves? | 


Apollos. Why, it i3 most clear tlien that nerfection is some- 


thing so easy that we can dout for ourselves; while conversion | 
is a thing so difficult that others must do it for us! 


_ Ed. This is pure unmixed and unmitigated sophistry, 


Apollos. 


Apollos. Very well then we shall meet again. — 


“RESTORATION OF THE JEWS. 
BY M. M. NOAH, EDITOR OF THE NEW YORK STAR. | 


~The march of science and triumph of civilization must carry Z 


in their train liberty and toleration in matters of religion; and 
the peace now prevailing among Christian Powers affords an 


admirable occasion to ‘inquire into the expediency and justice’ 


of extending further protection to the Jewish people, It is. 


true that all the civilized powers of Europe have removed — 
- . nearly the disabilities under which the ancient people have 
for centuries struggled; but something more remains. to be 
dong. A great, an important act of justice remains yet to be 


> ‘ 
= 
ant 
Be 
+ 
. 


THE EVANGELIST 
consummated, and it only can be done by and with the con- - 
sent and exertions of Christendom; namely, To restore the 
Jews their rightsasanation. | 
If the ancient heritage of the Jews were now in the pos--. 

_ session of the Christians, not aday would be lost in calling — 
together and re-establishing the sovereignty of the people, as. 
promised to them by the King and Lord of heaven and earth, 
repeatedly, in so many pages of scripture. It would be the 
pride of good Christians—men who understood the religion 
they professed—to be the instrument under Providence of 

aiding in the fulfilment of the divine promise to Israel; but a . 
powerful people of a mixed. religion; many centuries behind 
‘the age, are in possession of the Holy Land, and the great | ™“ 
event can only be brought aboat through the influence of the . 
‘Christian’ Powers, uniting in representing to the Egyptian 
Sovereign their anxious wishes and ardent hopes that he will 
consent to the restoration of the Jewish uation, under such 
stipulaions and considerations as shall be mutually agreed upon. 

=a We have to work with human agents; the decrees of Provi- 

dence can only be carried into effect through the agency of 
man in compassing certain objects. 
~- . By a most. extraordinary miracle; it may be called, the 


Almighty has protected the Jewish people, and kept them 
united as a distinct nation for more than three thousand years, 

‘ with the avowed intention to restore them to their own | 
country, and re-establish the Kingdom of Israel once more in 
Jerusalem. Their triumphant redemption is promised through- 

out the scripture—‘*Fear not, for 1 am with thee; I will ee 
thy seed from the East, and gather them fronithe West; I will. 
say to the South give up,.and tothe North keep not back; [ 
will bring my sons from afar, and my daughters fiom the ends 
Pe of the earth.’’ ‘*They shall adore the Lord in Mount Sinai— _ 
ale in the city of Jerusalem he will pour out his spirit on thy - ~*] 
seed, and blessings upon thine offspring.” ‘In that day the 
Lord shall thresh out from the channel of the river to the 
‘brook of Egypt, and ye shall be gathered one by one, ye 
Thus said Isaiah; and Jeremiah is equally full in his 
hetic promises. ‘For lo, the days come, saith the Lord, that 
F will bring again the captivity of my people, Israel and Judah, 
and I will cause them to return to the land which I gave to 
_ their fathers, and they shall possess it.” ‘‘And I will break 
| the yoke from off thy neck, .and will burst their bands, and 
# thou shalt no longer serve strangers; but he shall serve the. 
ie Lord his God, and David their King, whom [ will raise up unto _ 
them.” “Therefore, fear not them, O my servant Jacob, 
neither be dismayed, O Israel, for lo, 1 will save thee from 
afar, and thy seed from the land of their captivity, and Jacob 
-~ ghall return, and shall be ia rest and quiet, and none shall 
make him afraid.” ‘‘For I. am with thee, saith the Lord, to 
save thee: though I make a full end of the nations whither I 
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have scattered thee, yet I will not make a full end of thee.” 
will multiply them, and they shall not be few; will cause. 
them to be respected, and they shall not be debased; you shall 
be my people, and willbe your God.” 
Do Christians believe in this prophecy? Aye, every one of 
the hundred and twenty millions who believe in the Scriptures; — 
they religiously believe the truth of the prediction; they have 
the evidence in their own hands, before their eyes; the peovie 
80 miraculously for this great event Stand ready to 
-~ be redeemed. ill Christians, therefore, come to the aid of the 
Almighty, and assist to carry out and consummate his avowed 
intentions towards his people [srael! He has disposed of the 
great events connected with their preservation and restoration; 
_ Every where we hear of societies to evangelize the Heathen, 
to spread the gospel throughout the world; missionaries are 
sent to countries remote and barbarous to preach peace on 
earth. No society has been raised any where in Christendom 
for the Restoration of the Jews to the Promised Land.’’ 
Christian has said, in reference to this great event, ‘‘God’s _ 
will be doneon earth as itis in heaven.” The last, the only | 
great act that may stamp Christianity with the attributes of 
divinity remains to be accomplished. No man moves in it. 
Nothing has yet been done that can possibly accomplish so 
much for Christianity, as might be their agency and influence 
in bringing back the Jews to the Holy Land. All, so far, has | 
been Theory and Faith; this act would be practical demon- 
stration of the beauties of Christianity. | | 
THE JEWS’ LOVE OF JUDEA. 
~The most interesting circumstance which pregents itself to 
my mind, in recalling what | saw of the Hebrew nation in 
the east, is the universal diffusion of the love, the undying 
love of the Jews tor their own Judea, the Canaan of their 
fathers. Who could see, without emotion, thousands of poor 
Israelites, who, ftom the remotest parts of Europe, have.made 
their way, by long and weary pilgrimage, through privations 
incalculable and suffering without end—otten shoeless, and 
almost clotheless—tiriendless, pennyless, that they might see 
the city of David and lay their bones in the bosom of Jerusa- 
Jem! What multitudes are there among them who have sold | 
their last possession—having gathered together their little, their 
all—and have started, marching towards the rising sun, from. 
the Vistula, the Dnieper, and Danube, on a journey as long as 
erilous! How many have perished, exhausted on the way! 
ow many have landed at Joppa, crossed the Taarus, at An-. 
tioch, have been unable, from over exhaustion, to reach their 
longed-for goal! ~How many have sunk in sight of the Mount 
of Olives! And how many have closed their eyes in peace — 
and blessedness when the privilege has been vouchsafed to 
them of treading within the wails of Salem!—Dr. Bowring. - 
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place of all the influential Hebrews in London, at the Vestry- 
room of the new synagogue, at. St. Helen’s-place, on which 
-» oecasion the various letters which have been received from 


‘DHE JEWS, AT DAMASCUS. 
- ‘We understand that.on Monday’ evening a meeting took 


Damaseus, containing accounts of the horrid cruelties com- _ 


mitted upon the unfortunate Hebrews at Damascus, were 


strictly examined, and after a long discussion Sir Moses Mon- 
tifiore,on the part of the English Hebrews and Monsieur Cre- 


~mieux, the celebrated counsellor at Paris, on the part of the 


French Hebrew persuasion, have agreed personally to depart, 


in the early part of next week, for Alexandria, to be present 


at the investigation which is to take place there, in respect to 
_ the death of Father Thomas and his servant. Subscriptions 


were immediately opened to defray certain expenses, when 
the three brothers of the late Baron de Rothschild, who were 


Isaac Coliten, £100; Mr. Lucas, £100; with numerous other 


_ present, subscribed £200 each: Moses Montefiore, £100, his 


ady, £100, besides paying his own expenses to Alexandria; 


subscriptions. ‘The appointment of two gentlemen of such 


~high character to proceed to Alexandria gave great satisfac- 
tion. London, June 18, 1840. 


- The letter, of which the following is a copy, was found with 


the names attached to it, among the loose papers of a merchant - 


in the State of Maine. ee 
eos. May 2d, 1839. 


_ My Dear Son,—It is with mingled emotions of pity and 


shame that I address you. I weep while I write, at the 


thought that a son of mine is about to add one to the number — 


of the intemperate. Ever since I have been. forced to believe 


_ that you have been repeatedly intoxicated, my Spirit has sunk 


‘within me. Life lias become insupportable, and death brings 
no relief. A drunkard! O, my boy, spare'me this curse; save 


me from the unutterable wo of being the father of a living mass 


of putrefaction and pollution. I could hear that you were | 


steeped in poverty, and begging your bread; and though my 


heart would bleed for you, yet | should have the consolation - 
_that there was no want of moral purity, no self-inflicted mi-_ 
sery todeplore. [could see you brought to my door a raging ~ 


maniac, or a wailing idiot, deprived by God of the glory of 


humanity, and bow in submission to the will of the All-wise. 
But to know, that by vour own aéts, you had voluntarily yield- 


ed reason and sentiment toa low appetite, is insupportable. I 
cannot endure it.. Neither earth nor heaven bring me conso- 
lation. By night and by day your image haunts me—not the 


image of the affectionate son, whom I rejoiced to welcome 


home, but that of the weak, helpless inebriate, the sport of the 


- thoughtless, the pity of the good. If this condition is to be 


yours, I know not where fo turn for comfort. Whether you © 
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live or die, I must mourn inconsolable. QO, my boy, my boy, 


_ 6ave me from misery. Be to me, what you have been, my own 


honest, pure-minded son. Drink no more of the intoxicating 
liquor. Touch not, taste not. This is your only way of escape. 
I beseech you, make a manly effort, abstain at once, totally 


and forever. If you have the moral strength to do this you” 


are rescued.. If not, I say it with anguish, you must suffer 


_ the torments of hell, a hellon earth—I dare not look beyond— 


and I, your father, must descend to the grave, a stricken, bro- | 
ken-hearted old man, leaving a drunkard to bear my name, a 

. O, my son! I have prayed for you, I have poured out my 


soulin prayer for your deliverance, but you too must pray and | 


strive. _He who has placed us in this world of trial requires 
that the offender should exert himself. If you have any love 
for your father, a father who has always taught you bv precept 
and example, to be temperate; if there remains any affection 
for that sainted mother, who may even now be interceding for — 


the child she has left on earth, I entreat, I beg you to resist 


the tempter, and become what you once were, my child, wor- 
thy of a father’s fondest love. 3 ee 
Till 1 hear of your amendment, I must remain your afflicted 


father. 


LETTERS. | 
Bourbon co., Ky., Aug. 18, 1840. 


Broruer Scort,—I got home last evening from a four days 
meeting at Bethlenem, in this county, six persons made the 


_ good confession; brothers Rogers, Williams, and Rains were 
there. On the Ist inst. [ again visited Cynthiana; after five 


days almost incessant labor, having immersed thirteen noble 
volunteers, [ left for home—brother Johnson arrived on the 
day of my departure to carry on the work. I have since 
learned that before he ieft some ten more accessions were 
obtained, and choice spirits they were indeed. We felt much 

ratified at the order introduced, while we were with them. 
Two elders and five deacons were elected and set apart, and 
I do most sincerely pray they may continue steadfast as we 
exhorted them, in the apostle’s doctrine, in contribution, in 
attending to the Lord’s feast, andin prayers and praises. Bear 
in mind all this was effected in the midst of a hot political 
contest; yet none of these things moved us, the brethren 
stood with us, and a large audience was present even on 
Wednesday. The following Lord’s day I was in Georgetown, 


(my native place) and early on Monday morning immersed an 


amiable lady in the clear stream that issues from the famous 
Republican Spring. Spoke that day out at Dry Run meeting 
house and heard two young ladies confess the Lord, and then 
proceeded to Elkhorn for baptism—here was exhibited an 
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interesting scene, an excellent young lady, who had just. 
arisen from the watery grave, on reaching the shore was met _ 


by her sister, they mutually embraced and sobbed aloud; Oh it 


was: truly most affecting; I was led to think of that blessed - 


morn, whien, if they faithfully together here serve the Lord, 


_ they shall meet most joyfully, to be with each other forever. 


The nextday I was at Union, in Fayette county; here I met 


- brothers VV. Brown, G. W. Williams, and J. Rogers, some 


fifteen had already come forward under the labors of brothers 
Brown and. Williams, we continued the meeting some three 
days longer, and nine others confessed and obeyed the Lord; 
At this place in April last, under the labors of brother J. 
Rogers, the beloved and lamented L. J. Fiemming was also 
with us, some 15 were added. 


I am grieved to see the spirit manifested in sore recent” 
pieces written on the Name. [| had hoped that in investige- 


ting this subject there would rather be a reliance on solid 


scripture proofs and arguments, than on personal popularity 
and influence; that no personal strifes, collisions or feuds, 


would have any thing to doin the matter. It is properly an 
affair of the kingdom, and one too of great moment. [ am 
not one of those who esteem names as nothing, they are all 
that they import, they who died for the name Christian died 
for Christ and his cause. I am aware that a profession of 
religion under any name, where it is not lived, will avail 


nothing in eternity, but does that prove it is unimportant by 
what name a real sincere follower of Christ is called! No. 
When I hear the inspired Peter exhorting (1 Pet. iv. 16,) his 


brethren by the name Christian, and under that name to.suffer 


‘patiently, let me not be told in the face of Peter, the Lord’s | 


chiefman, that the name is not of divine authority. Peter 
never nicknamed or reproached the followers of his blessed 
Master. James the servant of God seems to have prized that 
name more highly than all earthly riches. Do not the rich, 
gays) he, ‘tblaspheme that worthy name by which ye are 
called?” (2c.7v.) But why the recent attempt to strike off 
the force of all arguments adduced, by styling us exclusives? 


~ Would it prove immersion not to be Christian baptism, to call 


its advocates exclusives! Certainly not. But what isin truth 
our position! This, that the writing or printing the words, 


saint, brother, child, servant or disciple, with a capital letter 
on the left, does not make and cannot make of either a proper 
name; that no man has aright in the kingdom of the Lord 


Jesus now, to make proper names for use, and_ particularly 
where by so doing, the Christians will be divided into new 
parties. Thatthename Christian, embracing al: and meaning 


all that is good, given by divine authority, should be worn by 


all the followers of Christ, and is not to be thrown aside for a 
new made proper name; but should be acknowledged by every 
scholar of Christ. Does wearing and owning the name 


4 Me 
. 
‘ 
> 
— 
¢ 
3 
4 
ty 
= 
> 
ae. 
oy 


those, who by singling out a common noun, and giving it great 


Christian indeed set aside the use of the terms “brethren,” 
“children,” ‘‘disciples,” ‘‘saints,”’ ‘servants,’ or any other 


terms authorized of God and expressive of any relation in 
which we stand to God and his Son Jesus Christ! No. Where 
then is exclusiveness? Not with us most assuredly—but with 


‘conspicuity, urge upon the brethren to receive it as their dis- 
tinguishing appellative to the exclvsion of the name Christian, 
because, forsooth it has been abused. The real question then, 
which is now debated, is this,—Shall the significant, expres- 
sive and blessed name Christian, sanctioned and used by the 


Apostles, be /hrown aside for an ex pc riment, forsomething novel? | 


or shall we cling toit, and try by the help of the Lord to walk 
worthy of it and disabuse it? But it is urged that in Eph, iv. 


Paul says nothing of the family name among the units—nei- 


ther does he speak of the.one Lord’s Supper or Feast—is there 


Not therefore either a name ora feast! May grace and peace 


attend you and yours. 


Your brother in Christ. Jno. Gano. 


Jamestown, Ohio, 28th Aug. 1840. 
Bro. Scort:—Will vou have the goodness to let the **Evan- 
gelist” speak to ‘*Epax”’ and tell him that he mistook his man 
when he identified me with those who plead for the name 
“Disciples” to the exclusion of other names. | have never 
given a preference for that name over the name ‘Christian.’ 


» ] gofor both names. : | 


ut permit me to add, that it is a fact that the disciples of 
_ gChrist were first called Christians at Antioch. But who would 


infer fro.n that fact that from that time they ceased to be disci- 
ples? I conclude that none. but the disciples of Christ were 
ever called Christians at Antioch, or any where else, and that 
none but disciples of Christ ought to be called Christians now, 
The disciples wore both names in the primitive church, and I 
think they ought to do so now: they were really disciples and 
nominally Christians. He that attempts to make two people 
of them is guilty of heresy, and after the proper admonitions, 
ought to be rejected asa heretic. | | 

But to return to ‘*Epax.’’ Ifthe argument for the patron- 
imic name is worth any thing, the disciples should be called 
Messiansin Hebrew, Christians in Greek, and Annointians in 
English, for their patron is named Messiah in Hebrew, Christ 


in Greek, and Annointed in English. But who ever heard 


of such a patron as ‘‘ Disciples’ in any language? Who ever 
heard of Scholars teaching their Master, or of scholars being 
Affectionately yours, M. Winans. 


Georgelown, Sept. 4, 1840. 


Dear Bro. Scorr:—I have just returned from two meetings - 
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and they exhorted. Three persons made the good confession 


for early candlelighting this evening. 


Paris. The meeting commenced on Thursday, the 13th, and. 
- continued until the following Tuesday evening. Twenty-four 


profound attention. ‘The preachers in attendance, besides 


Stone, of Illinois, J. Creath, jr., John R. M.Call, of La., M.P. . 


most interesting and able address, and welcomed them as — 


over the river neat Danville—the meeting at Givens’ lasted 
six days——41 additions. That at the Fork meeting-house lasted 
4 days——12 additions. The Lord be praised forall his goodness. 
Brother Shannon, the President of the College, was with us” 


at Givens’, and excelled all our expectations. We were de- | ye 
lighted with him beyond measure. He is to be with us in ‘i 
Georgetown at the annual. meeting next Friday. The pros- 1 
pects for our College at Harrodsburg are most flattering. All a 
we want at this moment to ensure success are good buildings. oe 
Most affectionately yours, J. T. Jounson. 


ee “Dry Creek, Kenton county, Ky. Sept. 8th, 1840. © 
’ Bertovep Bro. Scort:—Enclosed I send you brother T. M. 2 
Allen’s letter. On lust evening I was at Ludlow’s, Kentucky, : 2 
in company with brothers Lawson and Vandyke. I preached * | 


and are to be baptized on Sunday next. The brethren were 
much rejoiced, and exhibited great zeal and Christian solici- 
tude for the advancement of the Redeemer’s kingdom. May 
the good Lord bless them. Another appointment was made 
Joun A. Extis. 


— 


Boone county, Mo. Aug. 21, 1840. 
Dear Bro. Scotr— 

On Wednesday evening last, I returned home from 
Monroe county, some 40 or 45 miles north of this, where [had . 
been attending a protracted meeting within a few miles of 


I think, confessed the Lord and were immersed during the 
meeting. The congregations were unusually large, and gave 


those who reside in the county and vicinity, were B. W. 


Wells, and myself. Just before we separated on Tuesday 
evening,the new converts were invited to come forward 
and be seated together, when Brother Creath gave them a 


“Christians” into the church of Jesus Christ. It was truly an 
interesting meeting. Brother Creath had recently in two visits 
to Palmyra, added about 46 to the chureh in that place.— 
Several have been added at other meetings I have attended 
since I last wrote you. Brother Stone expects to commence 
the **Messenger” in a few weeks; brother Creath, myself, and 
other brethren expect to assist in its publication, : 
Affectionately your brother, 


, Our meeting at Carthage, now in progress, is most interesting: l4haye 
already presented themselves: our excellent and worthy Evangelists Barns, 
Burnet, Challen, and Pinkerton are present. Prospects are very flattering. 
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RECEIPTS, 


Joel Yager, pd 1840, James Henshel, 39 and 40, A. €. Evatt, pd 
A. Small pd-4u, George Pinnell pd 39, John Clore pd 39;%4 ‘ 
Welhaite pd-39, Benjamin Clore pd $3, Thomas Y agerp all BE Brows 
boro, Jefferson co. Ky.; Nelson Hoiland, Cincinnati, 
} Pool, Mt. Healthy, Hamilton . -eounty, ~18403 Aaron; Geng 
3 1840, Robert-Gardner, pd-John: D, Holton, pd Grumbackelg 

| 1840, Wieeling, Va.; Johnston Skinner, Indiana, paid 1839240, 
Samuel and John Johuson, Noblestown, 


hi 


L. I. Woodford co. paid 
Creek, Ky. paid 1840; John Ramsdale, paid. 18403. Dr. Jan 2g 
back, Lexington, Ky. paid 1840; ‘P.-Crane, and 
paid "1839-40 ; Daniel Runyon, A. Soward, Johad UD 
Conner, Minerva, Mason co, Ky. paid 1840 ;.Jainesotbs 
co. Ky. paid 1840 ; Wilson ‘Thomas, P. ‘Phoniaggds, 
H. Drane, Bayards P.O. Shelby co. Ky. patdtha 
Lebanon, O. paid 1840; Daniel Munroe, New Yougeme 
|} Wools, John Boor, Alfred Cain and Archer Boor, Vangianaetis 
co. la. paid 1840; Wm. D. Lad, Vigo co. Ia. paid 1840 30rRe 
Ky. paid Mrs. Wozencraft, Cin, O. pals 


NEW AGENTS. 
W. P. Payne, Flat Rock, Ky. | 
Richard Taylor, Millersburgh. 2 
E.R. Wright, iy. 


aie 
m._ Musgrove, Mayslick, Mason pd $3,00; J. Wassen, J.8. |) 
Thomas HeStout, Dr. N. Kivans, Benj. Emerson, Leesburgh, 
‘ co. Ky. pd:vol. 8; Richard ‘Taylor, Millersburgh, pd 1840; es 
Wall, pd 1840; Henry Nichols, Mrs. Robertson, G. W. RedmoayCynthigns|} — 
and Ky. pd 1840; W. P. Payne, Flat Rock pd vols 7 and8; James Battére. 
ton and John ET. Hughes, Millersburgh, Nichols co. pd 1840; brotker. 
Wainwright, Dr. Williams, Mrs. Keiningham® pd. 1840, an4-Dr, Boden? 
ham pd -39-40pallof Paris; Daniel Brink, paid Ruriter 
and Samuel 1839, and ‘Phonfas Cox ‘and. John.Cox ‘alk 
of Richmond Samuel:‘l’. Calfey, Draper’s Valley P. O: 
George Rice, Dr. Irwin, 5.8. Clark and W. Finch, 
1840; Jonathan H. Smith, Maysville Ky. pd 1840; Z. Carpenter, 
Simpsonville, Ky. pd 1840; Elder John ‘Tafie, New Castle, Ky. prt -t840; 
Adrian Moore,.Janes Glaspell, Silas Glaspell and C. 
Ky. pd 1840; J.Rich, pd 33, 39, 40, Ludiow’s Ky.; Isaia 
$i, by I. W. Boggess, la.; Dr. Joseph Ray, Cincinnati, 
Samuel Hawkins, paid 1839, and 1. B. Radford, -paidel : 
| rrOve istis Ky: james Miller, Millers: 
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